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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing below of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claims in the present application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A support bracket for positioning within a rain 
gutter that includes an overlying gutter cover panel, said bracket comprising: 

a) a unitary, substantially L-shaped body including a first leg adapted to 
be oriented substantially vertically when the bracket is .installed in a gutter, and a 
second leg adapted to be oriented substantially horizontally when the bracket is 
installed in a gutter, the first leg including a mounting surface adapted to contact a rear 
wall of a gutter and a front surface spaced from the mounting surface and connected 
therewith by a central panel that extends botwoon in a longitud inal direction of the first 
leg and interconnects the mounting surface and the front surface , the second leg 
including a support surface spaced from the mounting surface for supporting a front 
edge of the overlvino gutter cover panel : 

b) at least one first bore extending through the first leg toward the 
mounting surface and generally aligned with the second leg for receiving a bracket 
fastener for securing the bracket to a substantially vertical building surface adjacent to 
a roof edge; 

c) at least one second bore extending into the second leg for receiving a 
cover panel fastener for securing a the front edge of the gutter cover panel to the 
bracket; 
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d) engagement means carried by the second leg for engaging and 
supporting a front wall portion of a gutter; and 

e) upwardly-facing, flat support surface means carried by the first leg for 
engaging and supporting a rear surface portion of the gutter cover panel 

Claim 2 (previously presented): A bracket in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the first leg includes at least two first bores spaced from each other along the 
first leg. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): A support bracket for pos i t i oning with i n a 
ra i n gutter that includes on - overly i ng gutt e r cov e r, said brack e t compr i s i ng - ; 

o) a substantial l y L shaped body inc l uding q first l og adapted to bo oriontod 
s ub s tanti al ly vert i ca l ly wh e n th e brack e t is i nsta ll ed i n a gutter, a nd a se cond le g 
adapted to be oriontod subs tan t i ally horizontally wh e n th e bracket - is i nstal l ed i n a 
gutt e r, the first l eg inc l uding a mounting surfaco a dapted to contact a roar wa ll of q 
gutter; 

b) at least one first bore extending through the first l og toward tho mounting 
surface a nd g e n e r al ly a li gn e d with th e s e cond le g for r e ceiv i ng a bracket fostonor for 
socur i ng tho brackot - tft - a s ub s tant i a ll y v e rt i cal build i ng surfac e adjacent to a roof edgo ? 

c) at loa s t one se cond bor e e xtend i ng into th e s e cond l og for receiving a oovor 
fnr . tonnr for nnnur i ng a front odgo of tho - guttor covor to tho bracket, in accordance with 
claim 1 . wherein the second bore is a blind bore 7 

d) engagement means carr i ed by - tho second l og for ong a ging a nd s upport i ng a 
front wal l port i on of a gutter; and 
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o) support moono carried by tho first log for ongag i ng a rear portion - oM fr o 
gutter oovor . 

Claim 4 (original): A bracket in accordance with claim 1, wherein the 
engagement means is a hook member that is adapted to engage a reentrant lip carried 
at an upper front edge of a gutter. 

Claim 5 (previously presented): A bracket in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the support surface means is a surface inclined in a downward direction from 
a plane defined by the mounting surface and extending toward the gutter front wall 
engagement means. 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A bracket in accordance with claim 5, 

wherein the support surface means is inclined at an inclination angle of from about 85° 

to about 60° relative to the mounting surface- 
Claim 7 (previously presented): A bracket in accordance with claim 5, 

wherein the support surface means is inclined relative to the mounting surface at an 

inclination angle of about 75°. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A bracket in accordance with claim 1, 
including a stop surface carried by the second leg for abutment with and positioning 
relative to the bracket of a the front edge of a gutter cover panel. 
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Claim 9 (currently amended): A support bracket i n accordance w i th 
cla i m 8 for positioning within a rain gutter that includes an overlying gutter cover panel, 
said bracket comprising: 

a substantially L-shaped body Including a first lea adapted to be oriented 
substantially vertically when the brack et is installed in a gutter, and a second leg 
adapted to be oriented substantially horizontally when the bracket is installed in a 
gutter, the first lea including a mounting surface adapted to contact a rear wall of a 
gutter and a front surface spaced from the mounting surface and connected therewith 
bv a central panel that extends between the mounting surface and the front surface: 

b) at least one first bore extending through the first lea toward the mounting 
surface and generally aligned with the second leg for receiving a bracket fastener for 
securing the bracket to a substantially vertical building surface adjacent to a r oof edge; 

c) at least one second bore extending into the second leg for receiving a cover 
panel fastener for securing a front edge of the gutter cover panel to the bracket: 

d) engagement means carried bv the second leg for engaging and supporting a 
front wall portion of a gutter, the second lea including a stop surface fo r abutment with 
and positioning relative to the bracket of a front edge of the g utter cover panel, 
wherein the stop surface is positioned below an opening of the at least one second 
bore : and 

e) upwardly-facing, flat support surface means carried by the first leg for 
engaging a rear surface portion of the gutter cover panel. 
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Claim 10 (original): A bracket in accordance with claim 1, including at 
least one aperture in the bracket body for receiving a fastener for fastening an end cap 
relative to the bracket. 

Claim 11 (original): A bracket in accordance with claim 10, wherein the 
at least one bracket body aperture is positioned in the first leg. 

Claim 12 (original): A bracket in accordance with claim 10, wherein the 
at least one bracket body aperture is positioned in the second leg. 

Claim 13 (original): A bracket in accordance with claim 10, wherein at 
least one bracket body aperture is positioned in the first leg, and at least one bracket 
body aperture is positioned in the second leg. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): A support bracket for positioning within a 
rain gutter that includes an overlying gutter cover panel having an intumed front edge , 
said bracket comprising: 

a) a unitary, substantially L-shaped body including a first leg adapted to 
be oriented substantially vertically when the bracket is installed in a gutter, and a 
second leg fixedly connected with the first leg and adapted to be oriented substantially 
horizontally when the bracket is installed in a gutter, the first leg including a mounting 
surface adapted to contact a rear wall of a gutter and a front surface spaced from the 
mounting surface and connected therewith by a central panel that extends between in 
a longitudinal direction of the first leg and interconnects the mounting surface and the 
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front surface . the second leg including a support surface spaced from the mounting 
surface for supporting the intumed front edge of the overlying gutter cover panel ; 

b) at least one first bore extending through the first leg toward the 
mounting surface for receiving a bracket fastener for securing the bracket to a 
substantially vertical building surface adjacent to a roof edge; 

c) at least one second bore extending into the second leg for receiving a 
cover panel fastener for securing an inturned front edge of the gutter cover panel to 
the bracket; 

d) engagement means carried by the second leg for engaging and 
supporting a front wall portion of a gutter; and 

e) upwardly-facing, flat support surface means carried by the first leg for 
engaging a rear surface portion of the gutter cover panel. 

Claim 15 (currently amended): A support bracket for positioning within a 
rain gutter that includes an overlying gutter cover panel havno an inturned front edge , 
said bracket comprising: 

a) a unitary, substantially L-shaped body including a first leg adapted to be 
oriented substantially vertically when the bracket is installed in a gutter, and a second 
leg adapted to be oriented substantially horizontally when the bracket is installed in a 
gutter, the first leg including a mounting surface adapted to contact a rear wall of a 
gutter and a front surface spaced from the mounting surface and connected therewith by 
a central panel that extends b e tw e en in a longitudinal direction of the first leg and 
interconnects the mounting surface and the front surface , the second leg including a 
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support surface spaced from the mounting surface for supporting the inturned front edge 
of the overlying gutter cover panel : 

b) at least one first bore extending through the first leg toward the mounting 
surface and generally aligned with the second leg for receiving a bracket fastener for 
securing the bracket to a substantially vertical building surface adjacent to a roof edge; 

c) engagement means carried by the second leg for engaging and supporting a 
front wall portion of a gutter; 

d) a contact surface carried by the second leg between the first leg and the 
engagement means for contact with an inturned end of the overlying gutter cover 
panel; and 

e) upwardly-facing, flat support surface means carried by the first leg for 
engaging and supporting a rear portion of the gutter cover panel. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): A bracket in accordance with claim 15, 
including at least one second bore extending into the second leg for receiving a cover 
panel fastener for securing a the front edge of the gutter cover to the bracket. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): A support bracket for posit i on i ng w i th i n a 
rain gutter that includes on overly i ng guttor covor, said braokot compr i cing: 

a) a substant i a ll y L shap e d body Including a first l eg adapted to bo or i ontod 
s ubstant i a ll y v e rtically when the brackot i c i nsta l l e d in a guttor, a fi d a se cond le g 
adaptod to bo or i ented substant i ally horizonta ll y wh e n th e bracket is insta l lod in a 
gu tt e r - , th e fir s t l e g including a mounting curfaco adapt e d to conta c t a roar wall of a 
guttor; 
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b) at loact ono f i rst boro extonding through the f i rct log toward the mount i ng 
ourfaco and gonora l ly aligned with tho oocond log for roco i v i ng a braokot foctonor for 
oocur i ng the brocket to a oubotant i a ll y vortical bui l d i ng ourfaoo adjacontto a roof odgo; 

o) at loost ono cooond boro oxtonding into the sooond le g for rocoiv i ng a cover 
te s ten e r for oocuring a front edgo of tho gutter cov e r to th e- bracket , wherein the 
second bore is a blind bore i 

d) ongagomont moano carried by th e socond l og for engaging and oupport i ng a 

front wa l l p ortion of a gutter; 

o) a contact curfaco carr i ed by tho oocond l eg botwoon tho f i rst le g and th e 
engag e m e nt moano for contact with a gutt e r covor outor ond panol; and 

f) cupport means ca r ried by tho firct log for engag i ng a roar portion of the gutter . 

Claim 18 (previously presented): A bracket in accordance with claim 15, 
wherein the contact surface includes a stop for engagement with an edge of the gutter 
cover panel. 
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